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author's thesis of the utter uselessness, nay, harmfulness of trade- 
unionism cannot be accepted as even resembling the truth. On page 
532 he makes the assertion that trade unions force up the wages of 
their members at the expense of the women and house-workers ; and 
in his sweeping condemnation of trade-unionism he is not willing to 
concede even that the organization of labor hastens inventions. Weber 
thus puts himself squarely in opposition to writers on the same subject 
who represent the social reform tendency, like Heinrich Herkner (</. 
Herkner, Arbeiterfrage, Berlin, 1905). 

Weber's own solution of the labor problem, which is to be given in 
the second volume, is in some degree foreshadowed in his affirmation 
that the wage-earners can better their position, not by a policy of re- 
striction upon the employer, but by increasing the productivity of their 
labor. This suggests a program along the line of profit-sharing. 

J. R. Commons. 

University of Wisconsin. 

A History of Labor Representation. By A. W. HUMPHREY. 
London, Constable and Company, 191 2. — ii, 199 pp. 

Mr. Humphrey has exercized good judgment in concerning himself 
only with the history of the various movements which have culminated 
in the presence of forty-two Labor and Socialist members in the exist- 
ing House of Commons. There are only two hundred pages in his 
admirable little book. Had he attempted to trace the history of labor 
legislation at Westminster since 1874, when Burt and Macdonald, the 
first of the Liberal Labor members, were returned to the House of 
Commons, six hundred pages would scarcely have sufficed, and there 
must have been delay in the publication of a book for which there has 
been an obvious need since 1906. A history of labor legislation since 
the second extension of the franchise in 1867 — the extension that made 
possible the election of the first group of Liberal Labor members in 
the Parliaments from 1868 to 1884 — must soon be forthcoming. In 
the meantime students of contemporary British politics are indebted to 
Mr. Humphrey for an excellent and scholarly presentation of the his- 
tory of the organizations for the return of Labor members, from the 
London Workingmen's Association of 1866 to the Labor Representa- 
tion Committee that was established at a conference at Memorial 
Hall, London, in February, 1900 — the committee that was primarily 
responsible for the return of twenty-nine Labor members at the general 
election in 1906. 
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Either in the text or in the appendices, Mr. Humphrey gives in full 
many of the manifestoes of these different organizations for labor repre- 
sentation. It is to be regretted that he only summarizes the manifesto 
of the London Workingmen's Association of 1867, which in full would 
have been valuable as a statement of working-class demands and political 
aims in the first year in which any large number of workingmen were in 
a position to exercise the parliamentary franchise. It is to be regretted 
also that there is no index, for Mr. Humphrey's little volume is other- 
wise well adapted for service as a handbook to labor politics in Eng- 
land since 1867. The appendices are singularly useful, for from them 
can be ascertained the number of Labor members in every House of 
Commons since that elected in 1874, and the fate of every Labor and 
Socialist candidate who went to the polls between 1868 and 191 j . 

Mr. Humphrey's sympathies are not continuously with the Liberal 
party ; and one of the revelations of his book is that in March, 1906 — 
just after twenty-nine members of the Independent Labor Party had 
been elected and, as a mark of their independence, had seated them- 
selves on the opposition side of the House — there was an offer from 
the Liberals to finance a National Liberal Labor League. This offer 
was submitted to the Liberal Labor members only. Nothing came of 
it ; and the old Liberal Labor group has dwindled down in the present 

House of Commons to two members. 

Edward Porritt. 
Hartford, Connecticut. 

Die okonotnische Entwicklung Europas. Vol. V. Die hofrecht- 
liche Verfassung des Gewerbes und des Zunftwesens. Der schwarze 
Tod und seine wirtschaftlichen Folgen. By M. Kowalewsky. Ger- 
man translation by M. B. Kupperberg. [Bibliothek der Volk- 
swirtschaftslehre und Gesellschaftswissenschaft. Vol. XV. Berlin, 
Prager, 191 1.— 458 pp. 

After an interval of two years the fifth volume of Professor Kowa- 
lewsky's large work on the economic development of western Europe 
appears in its German version. The present instalment of the work 
shows most of the faults and some of the qualities of the earlier volumes. 
In general it may be said that this part of the work, if marred by fewer 
slips than its predecessors, shows a smaller measure of original or at 
least first-hand research than they. Criticism is to a certain extent 
disarmed and baffled by the joint appeal of the translator and publisher 
contained in the preface, which reminds the reader of the difficulties 
of rendering the Russian original, and by their failure to indicate the 



